
What’s My Line?  Hook a Career in the Marine Sciences
 

Objective(s):  The student will research a marine science career.  The 
student will communicate information about the selected career by creating a 
presentation using software such as PowerPoint or Prezi.
 
Grade Level: 5-8
 
Suggested Time Frame: 
Three 40-minute lessons
 
Academic Standards:
ELA  
5-6.2 Use print sources (for example, books, magazines, charts, graphs, 
diagrams, dictionaries, encyclopedias, atlases, thesauri, newspapers, and 
almanacs) and non-print sources to access information.
5-6.3 Select information appropriate for the research topic. 
5-6.4 Paraphrase research information accurately and meaningfully.
5-6.6 Use the Internet as a source of information. 
5-6.7 Use vocabulary (including Standard American English) that is appropriate 
for the particular audience or purpose.
 
Background:
This lesson is taught in conjunction with a study of marine sciences or how 
humans affect their environment.  Students will have a basic knowledge of using 
PowerPoint or Prezi.
 
Vocabulary:
Oceanography, hydrology, maritime, marine
 
Materials:
Computers, internet, PowerPoint software or Prezi.com account
 
Procedures:
The teacher will ask the students to work in groups to create a list of all the 
marine science careers they know about.  
The students will share their lists to create a class list of careers in the marine 
sciences.
The teacher will show the students a list of all the possible careers in marine 
science by showing them the following websites:
http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/oceanage/04widder/welcome.html
http://www.careers.noaa.gov/career_fields.html
http://www.oceancareers.com/2.0/index.php
http://www.oceancareers.com/links.php
http://www.marinecareers.net/
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http://ocean.peterbrueggeman.com/career.html
Each student will select a different marine science career to research.
The students will gather the following information about the career:
Name of the Career
Degree needed for this career
Amount of education
Schools that offer a degree for this career
Salary range
Is travel involved?
How many hours does a person with this career work a week?
How does this career benefit the public?
Other interesting information about this career
Each student will create a visual presentation about the career using 

     PowerPoint or Prezi.
The students will cite sources for websites and images used during their  

     research and presentation.
Each student will show his or her presentation to the class while roll playing the 
part of the selected marine scientist.
 
Assessment:
Teacher will assess the student’s presentation using the attached Rubric.
 
Websites:
http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/edu/oceanage/04widder/welcome.html
http://www.careers.noaa.gov/career_fields.html
http://www.oceancareers.com/2.0/index.php
http://www.oceancareers.com/links.php
http://www.marinecareers.net/
http://ocean.peterbrueggeman.com/career.html
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